M.A. Thesis Description
In general, thesis research consists of a focused investigation of a specific question in archaeology, biological anthropology, or cultural anthropology pursued under the guidance of a committee of three faculty members, including the student’s advisor as chair. The thesis should engage anthropological theory as appropriate to the subdisciplinary focus of the research, provide sufficient regional and/or topical background to frame the research question, and apply appropriate methods to data collection, analysis, and interpretation of a body of information obtained through any of several modalities. Those may include but need not be restricted to fieldwork, analysis of curated materials, geographical information systems analysis, and archival research or experimentation, either alone or in combination.
Thesis Format
Departmental thesis guidelines are designed to be flexible, and the final form a thesis takes is left to the discretion of the committee members. Theses are formatted as a stand-alone manuscript. A typical length for a thesis is between 50 and 100 pages, double spaced, excluding figures and references. Laboratory theses or those that rely heavily on quantitative analyses tend to be on the shorter end of that range, while those with discursive arguments tend to be longer. For specifics on formatting of digital theses see the Graduate School’s Thesis and Dissertation Preparation page:  (https://gradschool.uky.edu/thesis-dissertation-preparation).

